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E-Learning Days 

On June 7, 2019, a new law was passed allowing school districts to utilize e-learning days in lieu of 
emergency days. In addition, under the new law that takes effect next month, students will have to be 
taught for at least five hours every school day, but dual credit courses, career development experiences 
and blended learning programs will count toward that total, encouraging schools to innovate. The five-
hour requirement is the old law we are used to and have been implementing for years. No change there. 
The dual credit, career development experiences, etc. part is new and will definitely provide us with 
flexibility. Especially juniors and seniors. This new law is the best of both worlds. But the question is 
this...Are we going to take advantage of e-learning days? What are e-learning days? These are days 
when we would normally use an emergency day due to weather, but instead educate students at home 
by providing them with a worksheet, reading assignment, project, etc. through the use of technology. 
The day will count as a day of instruction and therefore, the day will not have to be made up or lost. It is 
my recommendation that we do not take advantage of e-learning days for the following reasons: 

ONE. The demographics of our school district suggest we would be naive if we think all homes and all 
families have quality internet service...if they have internet service at all. Therefore, utilizing e-learning 
days would increase the disadvantages of the impoverished. 

TWO. As you have heard me say for years, “The nuts and bolts of what a school is really all about are 
those minutes students are in class. These minutes should be precious and protected.” Can….or even 
should providing a student with a worksheet on a snow day really count as a day of student instruction? 
No way. 

THREE. Research indicates that the number one factor in determining student success is a quality 
teacher. E-learning devalues the importance of that number one factor...teachers. 

FOUR. Obviously, e-learning would be for all grades and all subjects. Are all parents able to stay home 
with their child and help guide them, push them, and make sure the “assignment” is completed during 
the snow day? Will some students be staying home by themselves on snow days? Will some students be 
going to daycare on snow days? How does this work for daycare providers? Once again, this creates an 
unlevel playing field among our students. Some school districts in our area will be utilizing e-learning 
days. And that is their decision based on their reasons. Every school district has different dynamics. 
However, for the reasons listed above, I do not think it realistically plays well at Southeastern 337. At 
least not at this point in time.  
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